SPEECH AT THE  A.I.C.C.	3^7
 I say, I am speaking not only for the Congress,
but for all who stand for national freedom—Muslims,
Parsis, Christians and even those who are against the
Congress, so long as they represent the aspiration of India,
namely unadulterated independence. I should be untrue
to all of them, if at this time I said, *no embarrassment to
the British5. I must not repeat parrot-like cno embarrass-
ment\ Then that repetition would be just as useful for
my salvation or for the guarding of my virtue as the repe-
tition by a parrot of God's name which cannot bring him
salvation, because it is only a mechanical and vocal effort
without any intelligence behind it. Therefore, if I exercise
that suppression at this critical moment in the history of
the nation, it would be useless. I should be perfectly untrue
to myself if* I hid myself in Sevagram and said, *fNo, I
have told y<?u, 6no embarrassmentV
The language of this resolution is in the main mine.
It appealed to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. I used to be the
Congress draftsman. Now he has taken my place. He
saw it was inevitable, if we were to be true to non-violent
resistance to the extent to which we wanted to go. The
Working Committee has accepted this phraseology de-
liberately, well knowing its implications. The result is this:
If we can get a declaration from the British Government
that the Congress can cany on anti-war propaganda,
and preach non-co-operation with the Government
in their war effort, we will not have civil disobedience.
I do not want England to be defeated or humiliated.
It hurts me to find St. Paul's Cathedral damaged. It hurts
me as much as I would be hurt if I heard that the Kashi
Yishvanath temple or the Juma Masjid was damaged. I
would like to defend both the Kashi Vishvanath temple
and the Juma Masjid and even St. Paul's with, my life,
but would not take a single life for their defence. That is
my fundamental difference with the British people. My
sympathy is there with them nevertheless. Let there be no
mistake on the part of Englishmen, Congressmen, or others
whom my voice reaches, as to where my sympathy lies*
It is not because I love the British nation and hate the
German. I do not think that the Germans as a nation

